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As required by section 9(1) of the Act, I have considered whether the grounds for withholding 
information under sections 9(2)(a) of the Act are outweighed by other considerations which would 
make it desirable, in the public interest, to make that information available. In this instance, I do not 
consider that to be the case. 

Under section 28 of the OIA, you have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Office of 
the Ombudsman of my response relating to this request. The relevant details can be found on their 
website at: www.ombudsman.parliament.nz.  

Please note, due to the public interest in our work, the Ministry may publish responses to requests 
for official information on our website, shortly after the response has been sent. If you have any 
queries about this, please feel free to contact our Ministerial Services team: 
Ministerial@ethniccommunities.govt.nz. 
 
 
Ngā mihi 

 
Edward Firth 
Director of Ministerial Services 
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Hon Mark Mitchell 
Minister for Ethnic Communities 

 

 
Briefing: 2025/26 Examination of Estimates: Final draft responses to the Standard 
Estimates Questionnaire from the Social Services and Community Committee 

 
Date: 
Priority: 

26 May 2025 
Routine 

 

Key details 

This briefing provides you with the final draft responses to the 2025/26 Estimates 
Questionnaire from the Social Services and Community Committee. 

 

Action sought Timeframe 

Provide any feedback on the responses (as Appendix A). 4 June 2025 

Contact for telephone discussions (if required) 
Name Position Contact Number Suggested 1st contact 
Fleur Murray Deputy Chief Executive, 

Corporate Services 
  

Peter Burke Director, Funding and 
Accountability 

  

 

Return electronic document 
to: 

ministerial@ethniccommunities.govt.nz 

File reference EC25-9157 

 

 

 
 
Fleur Murray 

 

Deputy Chief Executive 
Corporate Services 
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2025/26 Examination of Estimates: Final draft responses to the 
Standard Estimates Questionnaire from the Social Services and 
Community Committee 

Purpose 

1. This briefing provides you with the draft final responses to the 2025/26 Standard 
Estimates Questionnaire (SEQ) from the Social Services and Community Committee 
(SSCC). 

Background 

2. On 23 April 2025, you were provided with the SEQ by the SSCC containing written 
questions for a response. Responses are due with SSCC no later than 5pm on 
Wednesday, 11 June 2025. 

Advice 

3. The Ministry has prepared responses on your behalf (as Appendix A). Please provide 
any feedback on the responses by 4 June 2025. 

Next steps 

4. This material is in draft form and will be updated following feedback from you and 
following Budget Day (if there are further post-Budget questions). 

5. You will be provided with the final SEQ inclusive of final responses by 5 June 2025, 
together with appropriate submission material for you to provide the responses to the 
SSCC by 11 June 2025. 

6. The full timeline to the Estimates Hearing on 18 June is as follows: 
 

Step Completed By 

Minister receives final draft Estimates questionnaire for 
review 

29 May 

Minister receives Information Pack for Hearing 4 June 

Minister receives final Estimates questionnaire 5 June 

Estimates questionnaire sent to Committee by the Minister 
(Committee to confirm timing after Budget Day) 

11 June 

Preparation session with officials 18 June 

Estimates hearing (Committee to confirm timing after 
Budget Day) 

18 June 
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Recommendation 
 

7. We recommend that you: 
Provide feedback on the responses to the Ministry 
by 4 June 2025. 

 
Yes/No 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Hon Mark Mitchell 
Minister for Ethnic Communities 

  27 / 0 5 / 2025  
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List of Attachments 

Appendix A: Draft final responses to the 2025/26 Standard Estimates Questionnaire from 
the Social Services and Community Committee 
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 Department of Internal Affairs 

Te Tari Taiwhenua 

 BUDGET SENSITIVE Page 3 of 4 

Recommendation 

4. We recommend that you note the movements in appropriations (refer 
Appendix A).   

 

 

  

  

 

 

Mervin Singham 
Chief Executive – Ministry for Ethnic Communities 

 

 Hon Mark Mitchell 
 Minister for Ethnic Communities 

  /  /   
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